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Title: “Sa’anapu; a village on the edge: Appropriate methods to
excamining cultural heritage and preservation amid Climate Change in
Samoa and the Pacific region.”
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Locating Sa’'anapu on the map of Samoa
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w * Located on the southern coast of Upolu
Mol Island.
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* Known for its Mangrove Conservation
efforts — Sataoa-Saanapu Conservation
Area




Brief History of Sa’anapu village

Sa’anapu today
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Navigating cultural resilience amidst environmental threats in Sa’anapu.
|

~ Sa’anapu; a village on the edge.

| * The village’s old burial grounds are slowly

i~ - | submerging into the sea as a result of rising sea-
— - | levels.

* Yet, the village people are hesitant in their decision
not to relocate these old burial grounds despite
their historical significance.

* Does this imply that they have become resilient to
climate change?

What methodology (methodologies) is
most effective for investigating cultural
heritage and preservation in the context
of climate change?




Insights Gained from Field Work Experiences.

1. Navigating Cultural Boundaries — The Challenge of Engaging with
Elders in Research
 “Fiaiéfa’alele, e iai € matau.” — there are those who perform
the act, and there are those who observe.

* Representation is very important — we carry with us our
families, villages/communities, country and our region.

“Teu le va/ Tausi le tud’oi” — Nurture the sacred space
* Teu means to beautify, cherish, nurture, and care for.
* Le va refers to the relational space or the "space between"
people and things
By nurturing this sacred space, | aimed to foster trust and openness,
acknowledging their wisdom while being mindful of my positionality as
a researcher.
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* Language Barriers

* The nature of the questions posed, which may
have been personal and sensitive for some
participants, contributed to an uncomfortable
environment for them to respond.

* Forinstance: the highest level education and A o RN OIS

their ability to speak English. gt = - \axd R RREAR
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* Oratory Language vs. Formal

Academic Language.
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It is indeed time for a Change!
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