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ADAPTIVE
CAPACITY

According to Reid et al. (1996), adaptive
capacity is “the capability of individuals to cope
and flourish in the face of significant adversity
or risk”.

The ability of a system to prepare for stresses
and changes in advance or adjust and respond

to the effects caused by the stresses (Engle
201 1).

The term has become increasingly prevalent in
recent years, particularly within the context of
climate change, where it is frequently used in
conjunction with the concept of 'adaptation’.




ADAPTATION

When faced with adversity, such as climate stress, individuals, and subsequently the human species, will
adapt.

In addition to reactive adaptation, humans have the unique ability to anticipate future stresses and are thus

capable of taking proactive adaptation measures to lessen the perceived negative impacts from these future
events.



Adaptive capacity varies between different contexts and systems, and it is not equally distributed (Adger et
al., 2007).

Therefore, it is important to identify what builds adaptive capacity.

According to The IPCC report, the determinants of adaptive capacity in Chapter |8 of the third assessment
report (TAR) of Working Group |l are economic resources, technology, information and skills,
infrastructure, institutions, and equity. (Engle 201 I)



WESTERN
IDEOLOGY

AND
RESILIENCE

Resilience is important for enhancing adaptive capacity.

However, the discourse of resilience have been widely
dominated by western frameworks.

Strong economies, GDP per capita and political governance are
some of the components of resilience index.

This, however, neglects the efforts by the indigenous people to
be more resilient to changes.

Accordingly, a preposition formulated from the Samoan
Government’s National Adaptation Programme of Action
(NAPA) stated that,

‘The islanders have for centuries had cope with difficult and
unpredictable environments, during which time individuals and
communities have developed a range of coping strategies to
strengthen sustainability. Thus, they should be well prepared to
deal with current and future effects of climate change’ (Latai-
Niusulu et al. 2019).



INDIGENOUS OUTLOOK ON ADAPTIVE
CAPACITY

“Indigenous resilience focuses on the innate determination to succeed rather than to overcome challenges”.
(Vieira & Yadeun-Antunano 2019).

The success of Indigenous people is dependent on various elements which includes the link between
spirituality, culture, healing, and connection to land.

This presentation will focus on the relationship of the studied community to their land.

While the literature often emphasizes the vulnerability of Indigenous peoples to climate change, their deep
connection to the land enables them to adapt and demonstrate resilience in the face of environmental shifts.




PEOPLE’S
RELATIONSHIP

WITH THE
LAND

Across all indigenous communities,
indigenous resilience starts in the land. The
land provides indigenous people with
sustenance, protection, community
interaction spaces, and spiritual health.

Land is part of the people’s identity.

The relationship between indigenous people
and the natural environment transcends into
a deeper level in which the land becomes
inseparable from the identity of the people
living there.
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Luatuanu'u is a village situated on the east side of Upolu island in Samoa.The village is part of Anoamaa
West Electoral Constituency which is within the larger political district of Atua. The population is

Approximately 832.

It is a coastal community.









WHY LUATUANU’U?

Selected site for this project.

Organized by Salafai

Data collector.




FINDINGS

Q-sort methodology

Question 2: People in this village can adapt to climate change, they do not need to relocate.
Question 4: Climate change will cause people in the village to leave permanently.

Question 5:This land has been passed on to us by our ancestors, we should never abandon it.
Question 8:We do not want to leave this village, even if climate change makes life very difficult for us.

Question 10: Having a second home away from the coast makes people feel more secure from climate risks



FINDINGS

Mobility maps
Micro-mobilities.

the concept of fa’a-’aigalua.
80% are customary lands.

All are possible because of family (aiga) and matai
system.
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CONCLUSION

Samoan people are well adapted to climate change.

Connection to land and micro movements increases the resilience of people.
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